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* In naming George Bush as hea§ of and that partisan content may be
the’ Central, Intelligence ‘[z\geiucy} seen where none exists. -

President Ford has ¢ idenily  decids
ed - to accept some political risks for-
an in‘stitutiohf.that is in the throes 6f

_ There are distinct  plusses in
Bush's background. Reorganization
‘deep - reexaimination, both -internally will maan compr‘omise-:fnd Bush, the

d externall R e p.ohmc?l_fxgure, is familiar with that
an rnally. osgene o i, o -3 -kind of give and take. Morale at the CI1A~

George Bush’s competence is not is low because the agency is under at-
an issue. Democrals-as wetll as Rep\ib-f tack. But a-politician, highly tuned to
licans have praised his personal qual- public accountability, could” help
ities.” He has_..showed..— great ener%?{, bridge the confidence gap between
the
3

A

imagination and a certain flair for the agency and the public. Twice de-
unexpected in his present job as chjeft’ feated ‘as a candidate for the US Sen-!
US representative in Peking, His per- “ate, George Bush has the reputation
sonal integrity stood up commendab- of being able to play the-role of loser
1y during his tenure as national chair- with grace and resilience. These are }
man for the Republican Party in lne qualities that could be very useful in |
year of Watergate. And he has a prov- tepbuilding  the nation’s ime‘lligencéik
“en background-as a hard-headed busi- - agency. - -
nessman and fine Congressman from ‘

-ne. In acting on the confirmation, the i
- Texas. a

S : .~ 47 Senate ought not ‘assume that Bush's \

It is probably unfair that some -political background automatically
Democrats have singled out his parti- disqualifies bim for the post The-
san past as the grounds for categéri'-’" Senate has every right to explore the
cal opposition to his confirmationias question and it should do so in the
head of the CIA. But that is a fact course of confirmation hearings. That
which the Presideat will havejto process_should help both Congress
think about, exactly because of the and the Administratien understand i
‘reorganization crisis facing the agen- just what is expected from Bush in i
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.cy."l‘here is a danger that departmen- CIA role. If that happens, the confi
tal nominations may be unduly scru- mation process will have served a cre-
tinized for their partisan content — ative purpose. - - S 3§
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